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Introduction:

The aim of this manual is to give guidance into the management of the 2016 London Youth, Junior & Primary League (LYJPL) whilst also being recognised as a practical resource. The content of this document however is by no means extensive and exhaustive and acts only as a guide to the operations of both the league and club structure in our region. All clubs can access the official Operational Rules via 
http://www.rugby-league.com/the_rfl/rules/tier_4-6_operational_rules
2016 London Youth, Junior & Primary League:

1. The 2016 LYJPL will develop and deliver rugby league in London and the South East of England.

2. The LYJPL will aspire to offer safe, qualified and competitive environments in which all participants can grow and develop as individuals based upon ethics of community, RESPECT and enjoyment.

3. The LYJPL will be recognised as one of the first steps on the Player Performance Pathway by offering fair and nationally recognised talent identification systems that will allow our most talented of performers to progress as far as their ability, commitment and ultimately talent will allow.

The 2016 Calendar:

The 2016 LYJPL calendar can be found in Appendix 1.

London Youth, Junior and Primary League Contacts:

All club contacts including each Youth, Junior & Primary League Primary, Secondary and CWO’s details, playing and postal addresses can be found in Appendix 2
The London Youth, Junior & Primary League Management Team:

The ‘LYJPL Board ’ was founded in August 2008 and engages a core number of Junior League club representatives from across London and the South East of England. In 2010 the board evolved into the LYJ&M League Management Team. The aim of the Management Team are to manage and deliver the programme and address all key issues that surround our youth / junior and primary game within a well structured and informed decision making environment. Ultimately the Management Team will improve Rugby League in the South of England. The members primarily engage the following operational subjects:

League Applications
Media & Communications

Fixtures


Disciplinary 

League Structure

Safeguarding & Welfare

RESPECT


General League management and development.

The Management Team

· Chair: 



Martin Coyd.

· North East Rep: 

Carl Horsman (Brentwood Eels)
· South West Rep:

Phillipa Robson (Brixton Bulls)

· South East Rep:

John Stanforth (Medway Dragons)

· North West Rep:

Matt Cuss (London Skolars)



· Secretary &Treasurer:


· Performance:


Rob Powell
· London RL Foundation:
Dan Steel

To aid in the development of our region’s clubs, players, coaches, volunteers and the way in which we communicate within the region the London RL website is at:


www.Londonrugbyleague.co.uk
The League Secretary:

The 2016 League Secretary is:

Name:


Address: 
c/o 3 Balmoral Road


GILLINGHAM



Kent



ME7 4PU
.

Phone: 

Email:

 

Game Day Logistics:

Age Groups:
The competition will operate within the following age groups:

U7
 
[Primary School Year 2].

London Primary League.
U9

[Primary School Years 3 & 4].

London Primary League.

U11
[Primary School Years 5 & 6].

London Primary League.

U12
[Secondary School Year 7].

Merit League & Embed the Pathway (ETP)
U13
[Secondary School Year 8].

London Junior League and ETP
U14
[Secondary School Year 9].

Merit League & Origin Age Group 
U15
[Secondary School Year 10].

London Junior League & Origin Age Group
U16 
[Secondary School Year 11].

Origin Age Group Only
U17
[Further Education Years 12)

London Youth League (No Origin Group)
U19





Origin Age Group Only
No player may perform more than one school year up and must under no circumstances play one down. 
i.e. a U’14 participant may play up in a sanctioned U’15 game, but may not play within the U’13 age bracket. 
Primary Rugby League Competition players cannot play in Junior League fixtures

i.e.  a year 6 (U11) player participating in under 12 matches

The RFL’s official playing ages can be found below:

SEASON 2016
	Age group
	Age range

	Under 7’s
	After - 1.9.08

	Under 8’s
	1.9.07 – 31.8.08

	Under 9’s
	1.9.06 – 31.8.07

	Under 10’s
	1.9.05 – 31.8.06

	Under 11s
	1.9.04 – 31.8.05

	Under 12s
	1.9.03 – 31.8.04

	Under 13s
	1.9.02 – 31.8.03

	Under 14s
	1.9.01 – 31.8.02

	Under 15s
	1.9.00– 31.8.01

	Under 16s
	1.9.99 – 31.8.00

	Under 17s
	1.9.98– 31.8.99


Timings:

U7: 
As per the Primary RL Handbook
U9

As per the Primary RL Handbook
U11
As per the Primary RL Handbook
U12
25 minutes each way. 

U13
25 minutes each way. 

U15
30 Minutes each way.

U17
35 minutes each way.
Ball size:




Team playing numbers:

U7

Size 3



As per the Primary RL Handbook
U9

Size 3.



As per the Primary RL Handbook
U11
Size 4.



As per the Primary RL Handbook
U12
Size 4.



Up to 13


U13
Size 4.



13.


U15
Size 5.



13.

U17 
Size 5.



13.

Game day rules

All age groups within the London Youth and Junior League will operate in line with the International Laws of the Game. 
Note:
In Under 13 games, after a score (try, penalty or drop goal) the game is re-started with a tap on the half-way line by the non-scoring team
The Primary Rugby League Handbook can be found in Appendix 3
Squad size and interchanges:

League Fixtures, Friendlies, Festivals

No limit, unlimited interchanges.

Challenge Cup, Play-Offs and Origin 

A named 20 man squad, unlimited interchanges

Notes

The purpose of London RL Youth & Junior League is to enable young people to play.

Therefore:

· 13 a side fixtures are desired.  This may require the temporary loan of players

· If this cannot be achieved, equal numbers should be played

· Matches should not be played with uneven numbers, unless a sin-bin or sending off has occurred

The responsibilities of the home club:

· Fixtures secretary must contact the opposition by Thursday 2130 hrs to provide; 
1. Directions to the home ground 

2. Time of kick off(s)

3. Any circumstances that may affect the running order of the day. 

Clashes in club colours

Parking at the facility 

Any unusual occurrences
· Provide safe and suitable changing areas for all participants.
· Technical areas must be provided for all players, coaches and managers.  The technical area should be on the opposite side to supporters, parents etc.
· Pitch side barriers must be present at all LYJPL games.
· Food and refreshments must be provided for all participants – Players, Match Officials, Coaches – after their game has been completed.
· There must be a qualified first aider present at every game along with a first aid kit both pitch side and in the club house.
The responsibility of the away club:

· The club must operate within the rules of the home club and act accordingly.

· The club must notify the home club of any circumstances that may affect the running order of the day.

Fixture Timing

· Fixtures will usually be played on the Saturday of the allocated weekend for that round
· Clubs are encouraged to try alternatives if mutually agreeable
Match Officials:

· All up to date and match official information, including appointments and education can be found at: www.srlrs.webs.com/
· The home team must confirm their match official by 21.30pm on the Thursday prior to the fixture.
Results:

The results of each fixture must be reported to the Club & Competition Manager by text, as soon as possible after completing the game. 

07771 990599
This is to ensure all league tables and results can be processed as early as possible to aid with clubs preparations for the following week’s fixtures.

Team sheet completion and reporting (Appendix 4):

· Both clubs must complete the respective team sheet.
· The coaches of each team will then check the names on the team sheet against the RFL I.D cards (or pink copies of registration forms) provided by the opposing side.
· The team sheet is then given to the referee until the contest has been completed.
· After the contest has been completed the referee completes all relevant sections and hands the team sheet back to the home side.  The coaches of each side sign the team sheet.
· After both clubs and the referee have checked the form has all the necessary sections completed the form is then sent to the Competition Manager within 72 hours of the fixture being complete, by one of the following methods:
· PDF or JPEG on an email (preferred)
tom.hoyle@rfl.uk.com
· Post
Tom Hoyle, RFL, Red Hall, LEEDS, LS17 8NB
· It is the responsibility of the home club to communicate the Team Sheet
Eligibility

· If I.D. cards (or pink copies of registration forms) cannot be produced by one or either teams, the match must not go ahead.
Injury

In the event of a serious injury the home referee and home club will fill out the ‘Serious injury sustained during play’ section of the allocated team sheet. Along with this the home club will also fill out an ‘RFL serious injury notification form’ (found in Appendix 5) following all instructions.

League points:

· The winning team of each competitive fixture will be awarded 2 league points.
· In the event of a tie each team will receive 1 competition point.
· In the event that team A cannot provide a squad of 9 or more registered players for a fixture where team B can provide 9 or more registered players, the competition points will automatically be awarded to team B. 
· For non-completed fixtures, a result of 24-0 to the non-defaulting team will be recorded
· If a team has 9 or more players the fixture will still go ahead for league points.
· If however, both team A and team B cannot provide 9 players for a league game, the game can still go ahead with the league point system being considered void. No points shall be awarded in this instance.
Cancellations:

Under the circumstances that a club cannot compete in a registered fixture, they must adhere to the following procedure:

· Alert the opposing team immediately

· The club that cancels will automatically lose 2 competition points for that fixture and no rearrangement will be possible.

· It is possible, by mutual agreement and the authority of the London RL YJ&M League Management Team, to re-schedule the fixture at another appropriate date.

· A team that cancels more than 2 games within a season will be asked to provide sufficient evidence to the Management Team as to why the circumstances have arisen and may also be subject to suspension from the league.

· Any team that cancels a registered fixture without informing the opposition may automatically be expelled from the league.

Fixture Reversal

· It is permissible, by mutual agreement between clubs, for teams to reverse fixtures.

· The fixtures must be played on the same weekends as originally scheduled.

· Please ensure that this is communicated to the Competition Manager who will amend the fixture list on the website

Tom.hoyle@rfl.uk.com
Match Officials

· The appointed Match Official (MO) is contacted by 2100 hrs on the Thursday prior to a weekend fixture (or 48 hours in advance of any other game)

· The information provided for the opposition should be issued to the MO

· Upon arrival at the club the match official should be met by an appointed official of the club who should show them to the MO changing room. This club official shall remain an appointed contact for the match official throughout the day.

· After the game the appointed club official shall meet the referee and ensure they are invited for refreshment and ensure that the match official receives any due expenses

· Please ensure at all times that match officials are treated with upmost respect by all present at fixtures.
The following should be upheld by all clubs at all times:

· No match will start unless the referee is in possession of a fully completed and signed team sheet. The match official is not responsible for the checking of ID cards, this remains the responsibility of the teams and coaches.

· All match officials shall be paid following the completion of the fixture. The rates for all junior and youth games are:
1 match 
£ 25
2 matches
£ 45

3 matches
£ 60
£10 for each additional match beyond this

The match officials will operate as follows:

· All appointments will be made centrally and notified to appointed club contacts in advance of fixtures.

· If no central match official is available the club may be asked to provide assistance. 

· This will be notified centrally and the club must inform the appointments officer of the nominated official. 
Under no circumstances must this change without previously informing the appointments officer

Player Registration:

Registering new players: 

· The club will receive a player registration form which will comprise 3 self carbonating sheets (white, yellow & pink sheet).
· The player and parent complete the Player Registration form, filling out and signing all relevant sections.
· The Club Official then signs off the proof of age section.
· The Club Official will then sign off the Club Declaration.
· The club will keep the pink copy, with the white and yellow copies being sent to the Club & Competition Manager
· Rugby League Services will then return the player cards to the Club Secretary.
Re-registering 2015 players: For this procedure there are no registration forms required.

· The RFL will provide each club with their re-registration forms per age group.
· The forms and details must be checked by each player and parent and then signed for the relevant consent.
· The Club Official then signs off the re-registration form.
· The club then sends the re-registration form to the Club & Competition Manager
· Rugby League Services will then return the player cards to the Club Secretary.
Club & Competition Manager
Tom Hoyle
07500 338995

tom.hoyle@rfl.uk.com
The RFL, Red Hall, Red Hall Lane, LEEDS, LS17 8NB

Safeguarding and Protecting:

The welfare of children and vulnerable people is paramount and the League are committed to ensuring the correct policies are adhered to within the game. The RFL Safeguarding and Protecting Children Policy (published in 2008 and available to download in the Downloads section http://www.rugby-league.com/the_rfl/child__player_welfare contains the principles which must be adhered to by all clubs in the game to ensure that young people in the game can be healthy and happy, and allow them to enjoy and develop in the game of Rugby League.

Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check:

The Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks help the RFL assess who may be unsuitable to work with children within Rugby League by looking at previous criminal convictions.

All volunteers and coaches within the LYJPL are required to undertake a DBS check prior to their club involvement.

http://www.rugby-league.com/the_rfl/child__player_welfare/dbs
Club Welfare Officers (CWO):

Each club must appoint a competent CWO

The CWO of each club is principally responsible for the implementation and adherence to the RFL’s Child Protection Policy and it’s resulting guidelines by the club and it’s member. Key responsibilities include:

· To act as a source of advice and support on child protection issues.

· To support the process of player registration.

· To support the up-skilling of those in contact with children.

· To be the first point of contact for anyone at the club who has a concern about a child and about poor practice abuse.

. 

Safeguarding Contacts

Regional Welfare Officer 

Martin Coyd
07766 441974

RFL National Welfare Manager
Collette Eden 
07595 520610. 

Misconduct, Penalties and Sanctions
The London RL Youth, Junior & Primary League will manage and deliver the competitions by following the Community Game Disciplinary Procedures and Sentencing Guidelines and The RFL Equity & Diversity Policies which include RESPECT
http://www.rugby-league.com/the_rfl/disciplinary
Codes of conduct for all other active members of the game:

All clubs are responsible for the conduct of their members. This includes players, parents / carers of players, coaches, officials, volunteers and spectators..

Penalty Guidelines:

If in the event of a complaint / sending off being lodged against an offending player / club member and or club by a given member of the rugby league community [i.e. Match Official, Coach, opposing player, spectator etc.] their complaint will be directed to the Chair of The Youth, Junior and Primary League Management Team. In line with the RFL’s disciplinary procedure a disciplinary panel will be formed composing of:

· The Chair

· One member from the Youth, Junior and Primary League Management Team
· One member for the London RL Men’s Premier League
The 3 members of the panel will be present or linked in by phone/skype/webinar when judging on sanctions and will meet no more than 5 days after the incident occurs.

Procedure
The process will begin on receipt of a report from the Match Official or a formal complaint or citing report from a club official

Disciplinary Procedures

Disciplinary Panels will:

· Determine whether a misconduct offence has been committed. 

· If an offence has been committed, determine the appropriate sanction (in accordance with the Sentencing Guidelines).

· Refer the incident for further investigation to any appropriate body.

Practice
· The Disciplinary Panel will assume that the player & club accept the Match Officials report and will apply the sanctions in accordance with the Sentencing Guidelines.
· This will be the equivalent of an ‘early plea’ and the minimum sanction will apply
· The club will be advised in writing by the first Wednesday after the incident
Appeal

The Offence

· Clubs wishing to appeal the sending off must inform the League Chair by the 1st  Monday after the incident.
· A written appeal must be submitted detailing the reasons for contesting the dismissal.
· A non-returnable fee of £ 50 must be paid in advance.
The Sentence

· Clubs wishing to appeal the sentence must inform the League Chair by the 1st  day after the sentence is issued

· A written appeal must be submitted detailing the reasons for contesting the sentence

· The appeal will be heard as soon a possible

· Players who have appealed against a ban are not permitted to play until the appeal is heard

In both cases, the Community Game Disciplinary Procedures and Sentencing Guidelines will be applied


http://www.rugby-league.com/the_rfl/disciplinary
Rugby League Services:

Rugby League Services provide resources, information and correspondence for all aspects of the Community Game
The Rugby League Services Team can be contacted via the details below. Any club at any time within the opening hours can contact the team for assistance:

Red Hall

Red Hall Lane

LEEDS

LS17 8NB

Tel: 0113 232 9111

Office Opening Hours: Monday-Friday, 8.30am till 5.00pm.

London Rugby League Origin Series

The 2016 London Origin Series is a 2 game competition.  
It is planned that the programme will run at U14, U15, U16 and U19 (one game only)
At U12 and U13, Embed the Pathway events will be run
Eligibility

Players representing each region will be selected on geographical location in relation to The River Thames, of the club they are affiliated to. The following clubs will feed into each region:

North:





South:

North Herts Crusaders



Brixton Bulls.

Brentwood Eels.




Bromley Bengals
Hemel Stags.




Croydon Hurricanes.
Newham Dockers.




Elmbridge Eagles.
London Skolars.




Invicta Panthers
Staines Titans.




Medway Dragons.
St. Albans Centurions.



Richmond Warriors.
Eastern Rhinos




Southampton Spitfires.
Southend Spartans




Surrey Sharks
Hayes & Ealing Vikings



Sussex Merlins
Note:

Squad numbers will be limited to 20 players per team. 
8 teams, 160 players, 24 coaches, 8 managers, 16 match officials will be involved in the 2016 Origin Programme. 

Selection

Nominations for all teams will begin on the weekend of the 9’s festivals of the London Youth and Junior League and finish after the regular season has been completed.  Clubs will be invited to submit a monthly return
Including the Challenge Cup, potential candidates will have a maximum of 16 playing opportunities to be observed / nominated for the Origin series. 
Players will be both observed by appointed Talent ID personnel, Origin Head Coaches and nominations from clubs, completed on a monthly basis
The selection reviews will take place during the play offs and selections announced immediately after The Grand Finals
Venue, dates and Timings

Training 
Training 1 
Sunday 28 August 2016 
Training 2
Saturday 03 September 2016
Venues & Timings TBC

Match dates: 
Origin 1 – Saturday 10 September 2016 


Origin 2 – Saturday 24 September 2016 


Venues & Timings TBC

Rules

All matches will be played within the international laws of the game.

U14

30 minutes each way
U15

30 Minutes each way
U16

30 minutes each way.
U19

35 minutes each way
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